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Message from the Editor

As autumn settles over London, painting the city in golden hues and filling the air with a crisp breeze,
it is with great joy and anticipation that we welcome you to the fifth year of Durga Puja celebrations
with the Jagannath Hall Alumni Association (JHAA UK). This is my first year celebrating with this
incredible family, and | am deeply honoured to be a part of this cherished occasion.

Durga Puja, traditionally a blockbuster event for the Bengali Hindu community, is much more than a
religious festival. It is a vibrant celebration of shared values, a time for people of all backgrounds to
come together in love, spirituality, and community. The warmth and inclusiveness of Durga Puja
transcend cultural and geographical boundaries, bringing joy and hope to everyone who partakes in
this special event.

This year marks another exciting milestone for JHAA UK as we proudly present our first-ever Durga
Puja magazine. | am truly humbled to have been entrusted with the responsibility of curating this
special publication by the President and Trustees of JHAA UK. Despite not having been involved in
the previous years’ celebrations, | have worked with heartfelt dedication to capture the spirit, history,
and grandeur of Durga Puja over the years. It has been a task both challenging and deeply rewarding.

As the youngest member of the alumni, the journey at times felt daunting, but | have been incredibly
fortunate to receive the invaluable guidance of Sukumar Saha, Amitabh Sikder, Sanjib Saha, Samir
Das, Krishna Saha, Shayamal Modak and Sanjoy Kumar Saha Dada. Their wisdom, experience, and
unwavering support have been instrumental in shaping this magazine. | am profoundly grateful for the
trust they placed in me and for their encouragement throughout the process. My sincere thanks also
go to the entire Durga Puja Magazine team, whose dedication and hard work made this publication
possible.

As | near the completion of this magazine, | realize that this opportunity has been more than just a
task—it has been a journey of discovery. It has allowed me to get to know this vast and diverse family
more closely and learn from each of you. | am grateful for the warmth, kindness, and support | have
received, and | look forward to celebrating many more Durga Pujas with this wonderful community.

Wishing you all a joyous and blessed Durga Pujal

Ars

Nirman Saha
Editor

Durga Puja Magazine 2024
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Message from the President

The worship of Durga Puja is the biggest festival for the Bengali Hindu religion all over the
world. The festival of Durga Puja symbolises the victory of good over evil, awareness over
ignorance and truth over falsehood. This joyful occasion celebrates the goddess as the
motherly power behind all life and creation.

JHAA UK has been celebrating Durga Puja for the last five years. | would like to convey my
sincere gratitude to all our members, friends, contributors and well-wishers for their help and
support in making our Puja celebration successful. Although the Puja is organised by JHAA
UK, it is always open to anyone who is part of the Hindu community in the UK. Durga Puja is a
five-day long celebration, so it gives us an excellent opportunity to meet new people and
their families. It also gives our children the opportunity to learn more about our religion and
culture.

Unfortunately, this year’s Durga Puja celebration will be different compared to previous years
because of the recent attacks on minorities in Bangladesh. Although we are living in the UK,
our thoughts and prayers are always with the victims of the recent attacks on minorities in
Bangladesh.

Let us pray. May the divine blessings of Maa Durga protect us from all evil and give us the
strength to overcome any challenge that comes our way.

Happy Durga Puja to all.

(g b

Goutam Saha
President

Durga Puja Magazine 2024

o7

JHAA UK



08

AL AATMISI T Fd (O

TIAFIA I AT TS AP "I | 2T WA I FEAIMA | IR FE3 & 9FS
I AT AFO! AT FAT TGN B g 200 FTT @3 I AT G15icos Wfos
G JT FAGT FBTS T ATETS VIO ©F VA IR (OFF | HTAGAR AT FAGT
TRIT @ qes wqofon A g9 F A, ¢ 9FG G8 FE@ @A© NE|
ISR OF GO (IS (T TN oI SNt | AN wifrg I fFafieer Frex
AT HS |

Tt et Tsta IS Be] 38 AT 2[TSTH WISt [FZ0! RTFo 29| o1 @S
FWR @ EIAIMAIRT JFATCT @ JRAT BIeT ez Samary 99 2R, o  afkace
TS IgF | T Ty, IS Srete W3 ARG AR ARRETHFE aF T2 99187
TS A e 9 IR S| FIg7 F5ET T 4 O TSR SR B AT
TNIISER [REET Ao (R B | Tofl I AN 8 Y67 AT TIA6!
@ @9 AYT 3@ TSI 3O Q4d3 A ANTE Y7 @V A | FATIIT
N GG AR IR AFNY, S HRMF IZR (o949 28T, T 9 AfS T Ire @
e &K | Q3 (BT SOt | Jf WS Ced |

ISR AP NI TRV (If% WA | YT T TN I& @A oy @
TR AR T9 I IE@A| Y AW 2IO18 [e@ror Aol S9! S G279
IHIECRA| ST TR BGT 77 & 2ol U YICT 6ol | Powo! TNI3 ST
T TP AT @ [ @os @ | AR+ WEeE 79 932 SoIsresil
e gfacea 2ifs ol S SgHie 3R B B et iftr 711 afS3res Jcot
OIS B HA SOTG TR [N qrol A | Q ATSHT [T A |

@UE JI Ay AT IS8 H(g| 9K 2T @Aco I @F 77 T Mfex1 =g
T AE3fST T FE 8@ TIF Weoraid Tifet | (@0 &t of @ ofes wre=rerE|
IR oo @ TR @ffe @< [RewR 9| o 81 s

o
A Satl
AT ST~ <B

Durga Puja Magazine 2024

JHAA UK



Message from the Treasurer

| extend a warm welcome to you all. It is always a source of immense pride to come together
as ex-residents of Jagannath Hall, University of Dhaka. | feel privileged as a treasurer to be a
part of this Alumni, which has given me the opportunity to contribute to society and bring our
community together for greater causes. It is truly heartening to witness how JHAA has
provided a platform for all members, empowering us to become valuable contributors to the
society we live in, and offering the same opportunity for our future generations.

JHAA UK has established itself through the guidance and leadership of our dedicated
members, who actively participate in the organization’s daily activities, shaping it into a
cohesive society that not only contributes to the British community but also remains deeply
connected to our roots. We are not alone, but stand by each other in both good times and
bad, always ready to offer support when needed.

The strong camaraderie among our Alumni has transformed JHAA into a close-knit family,
forging deep bonds between us and with the next generation here in the UK. Through year-
long social events such as Bengali New Year celebrations, BBQs, yearly day trips, our annual
reunion, Ganesh Puja, and Christmas celebrations, we have earned recognition as valuable
contributors both in England and Bangladesh.

| would also like to emphasize our charitable efforts, which include supporting affected Hindu
families in Bangladesh and the UK, providing financial assistance to underprivileged but
talented students, aiding in the treatment of former Jagannath Hall students, and other noble
causes in Bangladesh. We always extend our hand in support of Jagannath Hall's Durga Puja
and its Library.

Our goal is to uphold the core values of integrity, responsibility, and unity. Durga Puja also
holds deep social and cultural significance for us all. Let us use today to share our memories,
reconnect with one another, and celebrate this day with our alumni families and honoured
guests.

Wishing you all a wonderful day!

ilss

Shyamal Modak
Treasurer

Durga Puja Magazine 2024
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Wes Streeting MP
Member of Parliament for Ilford North

AdAAA

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Jagannath Hall Alumni Association UK

Tel: 020 3475 7901
Email: wes@redbridgelabour.org.uk
Our Ref: SG/ZA73062

30 September 2024

Dear Jagannath Hall Alumni Association UK

Re: D Puja 2024

| would like to extend my best wishes to all attending the Jagannath Hall Alumni Association UK’s
Durga Puja festival this year and to all of those celebrating in London and across the world.

I am incredibly grateful for the Jagannath Hall Alumni Association UK for organising this year’s Durga
Puja festival in which we celebrate the triumph of good over evil, of light over darkness.

| am proud of the multi-faith constituency | represent in our diverse city. The Government that | am
part of will seek strong partnerships with faith communities. We will build a Britain where diversity is
celebrated and where all faith communities are safe.

As Secretary of State for Health and Social Care | deeply value the diversity across our country and
am proud that our NHS has one of the most diverse workforces in the country.

| hope that you all enjoy this year’s celebrations.

Best wishes

o Seh

WES STREETING
Member of Parliament for liford North .
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care

Constituency Office:
12a Highview Parade, Woodford Avenue, Ilford, IG4 SEP
Tel: 020 3475 7901
www.wesstreeting,org



MAYOR OF LONDON

Message of Support for Jagannath Hall Alumni Association UK

| wish the members of Jagannath Hall Alumni Association UK and everyone celebrating Durga
Puja in London and around the world a wonderful year of joy, peace and prosperity.

London is the greatest city in the world, and as your Mayor of London, | am incredibly proud of
how our city’s diversity strengthens our communities.

Thank you for your work in championing the Hindu community in London through your
commitment to preserving and promoting the traditions of Bengali Hindu culture and for
creating opportunities to share this with all Londoners. The work you do serves as an inspiration
to many, and | wish you continued success.

ol L~

-

Sadiq Khan
Mayor of London
Sept 2024



High Commission for the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh London, United Kingdom

Hieh Comnmiissioner

Message

On the auspicious occasion of the Sharadiya Durgotsab and Holy Durga Puja
Festival 2024, I convey my warmest felicitations and Sharadiya Shuveccha to
all Hindu community residing in the United Kingdom and Ireland.

[ am happy to learn that Jagannath Hall Alumni Association UK (JHAA UK) is
bringing out a publication on the Occasion of Durga Puja Festival. Durga Puja,
being the largest festival of the Hindu community, is not only a major Hindu
religious festival but also a celebration for all communities in Bangladesh. The
Durga Puja Festival enlightens us with the message of victory and triumph of
good over evil and of the righteous over the vile and vicious forces.

I hope that the Sharodiya Durgotsab 2024 will further consolidate the bonds of
friendship and fraternity among all diaspora communities in the United

Kingdom.

I command Jagannath Hall Alumni Association UK (JHAA UK) for organizing
the Holy Durga Puja Festival 2024 and wish them all success and celebration.

?_%A)

(Saida Muna Tasneem)

28 Queen’s Gate, London SW7 5JA
Tel: +44(0) 20 7581 7422 PABX: +44(0) 20 7584 0081 Fax: +44(0) 20 7581 74771 (0) 20 7225 3831
Website:www.bhclondon.org.uk E-mail:hc@bhclondon.org.uk



13

T (<p? Itk

ABPIICON, JId]

SRE Tcwd
ATSIIoT 8 I |

fercates aIgtda coifas

T F A 41Q ‘TG (@ A0SR BRATG | ‘Te =1
W Sy, SHAISTAT I WG A ST | efois < fRaey
A RIS I FERF SO0 AGT S OfesTz ABRAST
93 ARTOIT AN AT FE A12fS A7 FERL TSR
il =

AT 2NAE, @ AFICIT ST Fl TS AT FEF @R
FAIGTIST GCRCT I, “a3 TSR FLIE O ([P
S RN IR We@ O e I [Kfdwem,
PS5 MR T, T, IR 8 =1 o &1 91 93
TSR TS TR FF FGEI T @A AT
STIfR& 1S FICo STH Q|

oA, IAT T @, [TRNSIR FIT 5o3@ T F@ @ T S7ANTS 37, O3 TS I 3| SAFATFH, FIAPNT AfSH
T3 ToaEot, FI Ol TG WP AfToN N I A I3 549 T IR |

TSI I, SR S T3 [T 8 Sz e swsfy FA17 os! Rz 7w Sei+Ro Mok 7o, IqET oy
3 (e ST1peT B HrIE@T Sowey [IEToe 28T o713 T T “ifF e 3 Ioss FwosEo 37|
ATBITS Mo I 3@

“STGITT) JGT) WIFIRROEORS |
TSABIOS TN TR AfRTATS 11 (8/20)”

e, Y AmfEal, F$Ees WRFIRIA, T 56 AgSIE fAag, O TWERo (577 ST Ty 5To01g) 7F T (IgS
2 A A T, TR FHABER (Of RS 2 T IR Of IHEI IRV 7 A

Durga Puja Magazine 2024 JHAA UK



(BT SPRCET

TP {3 SITST Bl B R TSR Q3R WA |

T AR S ST Iewd 9N GRS Wi
IR &G FANCS ANEI GId, WIE SO TLGI
TI) PO TW WA | TIACS] ATLP Pe1, e, o, JY Al
Ty i afaS ofe 8 AR I A st
TEA| @I, 3G (RO T @IS T @3 Wi

W T 3T ©f GAEW| GR[OIAT STweN WSfo 2Tl
91 3T I OIE AT JAT FT MY I 9T IBT TS
TSI Wtz | @9

TR . ¥93d i@ O na@ls| I oami,
AT ST WO TP AfSST 3o T
T BIHIAY O SAHATT LI T FAT

arrEs: @t wd foegfe Qe s (39,
oS, AN, gorRE JR9!, @9 8 ANify )ag
TG FLTNGE @ @S I TT| FIIESN 1A
EIFAL 8 AT AN SIPI Q3 @NACHI  FAES
Sifrers s@faEe|

HILIITTT: THOY AT I (Ao @Arepst FA9 919
HILITTSS |

LT T PP W 3G ( T7p, I, A1, o=, 75)
R STz (19,51 PN QA At we IR
TG AT TS I 3|

3w To @9 @9 @Bt 3@TeTS [, (@9, @S 3
@ R @ = YT Ao A1 S a3
TS 3G TS I 3T

Durga Puja Magazine 2024

ST T8 @I @I @M 9126 alq 3fqy |, oI v 3fay
HAPAETI IHE TVFOIR@ A IE AT A
TR I IEA| BT O3 TG AN Tw JT 37|

A Fes: [ReReods @d fAda 37 I8 @w < e
q&3|

g SifReIaR Tcee @R (T WAET®L IFAG |
igd WY ST T I OIT TWIF IS D107 |

TR T<w: @M &A1 IO A IR, HAF IO AT
IRT WS A @EF 8 F7F AN SEF A AT 3
A IRF SIS @Y IR PSS ARG LS IERA
I AN T8 I 3

SIgNe!l, Yok SI9IkY Ity OEe Witgl (@89
TIEY Tk, J I@'&Cﬂ IWE‘\')H ﬁl

IR AfSeam PR 2@ fie3ar 749 2fBAeF
QS [Foifio 260 Zwacy agd qrenm Afedt s@Ed|
IO CTANE FSHET T&® FEF| G132 I6S ¢t F[Reex
T, A 8 X5 =T JrET |, ISR ASNFA T
fRafara o613 I3 v Age [{o o sI5a
TSR TS FE O S 3 GIRIF 9F T TS Bl
IR (12T TS G|

TR WIS 7 FERA|

PISATT FA@M Siga Tl 1y afvw @ @
TYTRIEI TAICE AERT FERA OV OIF ASIA
214! IR AR AR BT 2 S |

JHAA UK



15

@It T 373, T, FETITET aF AN Hifty IS 767 391 T4 ST WIYR© @ FHOIRET W TioT6 JHIT
oot =

B Moy 5T IR,

Frrsfer: I Rl Il 20w |
JOF (O TSI FRPAAINLAT N1 (2/28)

TR I WS 301 5173 F=ew 37| &, fraa Sosa | faag sira fgro3 @i @w A T30 2ifa @i g3
&1, 2fR- @ F=ret 18T 271 Q3T TR T IS T3 Ao PEA|

TR 8 TGS

TwF AR N7 STorol BT a3 JRI IOV AT SCH| TG TP ISR FAE Ao Siovd fagiw 9 3
TBYRIGIRT, F DT WA TG IR ST THADIN! NIRRT F97 @ (T2 |

P TR ], (@S!, FIAF FAWSIT WIAT WIoI TG G, T\, THIF FIFT fced @ SEE oA
ARSI ST AN 3 T ABNERI I AE OI0 &1 @G F2FE@[ THHN 3@ SIRET Jo AEd
FACTS @ TFMNAT QIR TP I e RTS8 I W3 | O3 &9 T S FheT FHAN0® | T/
2T @wm, RS farea SoaREs AT aRo| T SRS ATrod 4T MY SISRE T I (e 39
TN AR T | o] AR v TR At [Rfve I sarod 46i7 @[, e, A1k, Sd[ifs | fofeesr o
SIS IR o AAfFsfor e eitgd- A, 51, WE 8@ ToEm IRT 4| BHRm, Q@RS NE, I 1Y 3
ToAfam BIFS FIPT QI @IS TCS/I3 HITA|

TSRO T6 N TS B3 7Y T Y| Wead oot 9 T ANGIS Mol A IS @3
SFLAET AT IR AN 13, 373 ARG FICROF SPAART Ao I Raiferron wapiEs Faq| oafdeng,
eEyfa $1F e (e wifFeTar w9 @ s ¢Rare 3tad IgEq, SN 5ET 27997 O, FI0eE@d I
IO WEAF MO & O Gy IR W2 W51F AT LT 8 TN B O INEI AR a6 Togo 3
S 2ERH @ IGNIES G123 WE TFs Ao GT2 THI3 BIF SRR (13 WY IRRF I IR STIRGAIT
C13 oY (G IS

g [Re3s TS AT Q3 FHTS TES A2 | JERARIGEI AN IGET I *gfoq ARFRTeq 7igs as o138
THICRI Tal WIS AR 91 SR | et I AR 03 WIS HLEIT IO RS IG IG [aiql SIorg I T71
JREFT TOE | RSBFATR ANREF Soitod AGOIE aF Igdod A @ IFET SIREE o1 AR ARA T
SIFSMNTO! AT FEET| SIISHS |, BEHSII0, TOTTH I TG 7 SN IE(T [RWIET S 1@l W,
EN FF T AR FA TCRT AP TS AR o 337 RSGHITR ST&TIN, TRERF FF ez IfemiEs Si@e) ofF,
T® JNF TS G , SIod ITNIET O 9F WA SqIsil 9F Aq AEER {37, o7 @ aR
RPIg=ICS TREE @ TSI T |

Durga Puja Magazine 2024 JHAA UK



r
e
=

;a.;j

tava Durga [

Swadesh Bazar is an ONE STOP solution for all your grocery
needs. We offer halal certified Bangladeshi & Asian products
available for online order to doorstep delivery &

wholesale cash 'n’ carry.

&
N ==

ANDHRA
| J EXTENDED LEFE
forkdusom ekl TR

1, REK, RS0,

ANDHRA SONA 07 iy
MASOORI RICE |5 S

All types of your favourite Asian and

world foods both dry and frozen.

Delivery within 24-72 hours all across England.
You can now also buy your everyday household
requirement from our online store & wholesale
warehouse and enjoy a wide range of products

with special discount.
WITHAM, CM8 32ZL, UNITED KINGDOM
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"Delicious and Affordable Food"

#%s'.
2

57y

Kitchen

Specialising in Swaslik Vegetarian Food, Authentic Bengali
Dishes, Mowgli Cuisines

e T ..:, —
ContactUs «

07852 153387
Managing Director ]
Manik Saha
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() flicknea:

The Ideal Destination For

- DESIGN
AND MARKETING

We Help You To Grow Your Business

\‘ﬂ Pay Monthly Website

\‘@ Ecommerce Website

i Branding

p= - OF INNDVATING
' a1 | SEO Services 1 5+ OUR OWN
| ulll ) YEARS | PROCESSES

la Social Media Marketing

e 020 3740 2750 hello@flickmedialid.com www.flickmedialtd.com
Londoneast-UK, Business & Technical Park, Yew Tree Avenue, Dagenham East, RM10 7FN
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Work Permit Cloud

A Lifeline for UK Businesses Navigating

Immigration Compliance
Comprehensive Immigration, HR, Legal, and Financial Solutions

WPC Lawyers WPC HR

We help businesses manage immigration
& compliance & HR tasks providing real-time

We are an SRA-regulated law firm backed by
an expert team delivering tailored solutions,

< ensurin compliance and successful CIEIEIEE ypdates and reminders to stay on top of things.
LAWYERS 9 p HR
outcomes. www.wpchr.co.uk
www.wpclawyers.co.uk
WPC Accountants WPC Jobs
We offer bespoke financial advice to We connect businesses with skilled workers,
businesses, helping them stay compliant with S locally and globally whilst ensuring compliance
tax laws and manage their finances effectively. checks are complete before onboarding.
ACCOUNTQNTS wpcaccountantsitd.co.uk JORS www.skilledworkerroute.co.uk

RightToWorkCheck

Spend £10, Save up to £60,000

WorkPermitCloud released the RightToWorkCheck App for UK Employers.
UK’s first completely digital RightToworkCheck Solution to help them remain compliant.
In 2024, UK employers were issued £8.1 Million in penalties due to failures in conducting proper
right-to-work checks (GOV.UK).

@ Built for Business Owners
Fast, simple, and efficient - answer 4 questions,

get results in under 5 minutes. g Moreemictonta

- Instant Employee Verification Analytics

Candidates

@ Hannah Douglas

Verify using biometric scans with instant

24
document validation and storage.

James Dwsl

Real-Time Alerts
Get instant alerts for expiring documents,

‘D
=

Your Latest Application [}

ﬁ Zuhran Ahmad

Hannah Duu!las

keeping your business protected and proactive.

Grace Talbot

Cost-Effective Compliance
For just £10, secure your business against fines

of up to £60,000.
<> Real-time Compliance Updates Q) -
./ Stay compliant and ahead with real-time UK . °
Right to Work regulations updates. o

James Ows|

==\@

P
3 Jollnboe

Hannah Dnuglas

Dashboard Candidate List

Sharadiyo Greetings....

WorkPermitCloud Limited Registered in England & Wales. No. 12909694
Corporate Office: The Gherkin Level 28, 30 St. Mary Axe, London, England, EC3A 8BF

Branch Office: 2nd Floor, 112-116 Whitechapel Road, London, E1 1JE
www.workpermitcloud.co.uk | info@workpermitcloud.co.uk | 020 8087 2343




Want to learn the tabla?

If you have an interest in music and would like to learn the art
of tabla,

Get in touch!

- Learn the fundamentals of tabla

- Tabla lessons offered face-to-face
and online

- For beginner and intermediate
students

- For children (age 6+) and adults

- Learn to play with various genres:
Classical, Semi-classical, Bhajans,
Bollywood and Fusion!

- Improve rhythm sense,

concentration _ _ _
and focus Himanish Goswami
Tabla player / teacher

- First lesson free!

Register now!
rhythmspeaks@live.co.uk
+447983465796

Scan here
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HAPPY
Durga Puja

The essence of Durga Puja lies in the triumph of

light over darkness and virtue over vice. May the

goddess’s blessings illuminate your path and fill
your life with joy.

"‘:’/_’J-'t‘-'ﬂ.’
KRISHNA SAHA
SUKLMAR SAHA

ARN
[\?N‘HOXTON

Chartered Accountant & Tax Advisors
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Religious festivities
under siege: The
struggles of Bangladesh’s
Hindu community

By Sanjib Saha

Durga Puja Magazine 2024

Bangladesh, a nation where more than 90% of the
population is Muslim, is home to a significant number of
religious and ethnic minorities, including almost 14 million
Hindus, along with smaller Buddhist, Christian and other
indigenous communities. Despite a long history of
peaceful coexistence, recent decades have seen a
disturbing rise in violence against minorities, especially
Hindus. These incidents are not only isolated bursts of
communal tension but often point to deeper systemic
issues within the country—ranging from radicalisation to
the failure of law enforcement and political manipulation.
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This article takes a critical look at the mounting challenges
Hindus face in Bangladesh, particularly during the
celebration of their most prominent religious festival,
Durga Puja. Attacks on religious icons, vandalism of
temples, and social exclusion have created an atmosphere
of fear and insecurity. We examine the broader context of
these incidents and how they reflect the eroding space for
minority religious practices in an increasingly radicalised

society.

Historical precedents: A legacy of religious violence

The history of Bangladesh has been marred by episodes of
violence against its Hindu minority. While Hindus have
lived in the region for centuries, major political events such
in 1947 and the War of
Independence in 1971 saw large-scale violence directed

as the partition of India

towards them. The Hindu population, which once made up
over 30% of the country, has steadily declined to its
current figure of less than 10%, with migration to India
being a primary reason. Many see this exodus as driven by
both political and social marginalisation.

Key incidents in recent history include the violence that
followed the demolition of the Babri Mosque in India in
1992, which triggered attacks on Hindu homes and
temples in Bangladesh, and the post-election violence in
2001. In the latter, following the victory of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) in coalition with the Islamist party,
Jamaat-e-Islami, there were widespread reports of
violence targeting Hindus. More recently, the student-led
revolution and political upheaval in August 2024, which
resulted in the fall of the Awami League government, saw

fresh attacks on Hindu temples, homes, and businesses.
Durga Puja: A festival under attack

Durga Puja, the most significant religious festival for
Hindus in Bangladesh, has increasingly become a target
for extremist elements. The festival, which is celebrated
across the country with vibrant rituals, idol-making, and
cultural performances, has become an annual flashpoint
for violence. The preparation for Durga Puja begins in early
autumn, with artisans crafting the intricate clay idols,
locally known as ‘protima’, of the goddess Durga. However,
as the festival nears, reports of vandalism against these

idols have become alarmingly common.
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For example, in 2022 alone, there were more than 50
reported cases of vandalism of Durga idols in the lead-up
to the festival, particularly in districts with high Hindu
populations, according to independent news outlets.
These numbers are believed to be underreported, as many
victims fear reprisals or have little faith in the authorities to
take action. These attacks, often carried out late at night,
involve the destruction of half-completed or finished idols,
which not only disrupts the festival preparations but sends
a chilling message to the community. These acts of
violence are emblematic of a broader pattern—one that
aims to marginalise the Hindu population and limit their
public expressions of faith.

the
psychological impact on the community is profound.

Beyond the destruction of religious symbols,
Hindus now live with the constant fear that their temples,
pandals (temporary structures for the idols), or homes may
be targeted. This fear has led many to either downsize
their
trepidation, knowing that their religious freedom could be

Durga Puja celebrations or participate with

violated at any moment.

Systemic injustice: A culture of impunity

One of the most troubling aspects of these attacks is the
near-total impunity that the perpetrators enjoy. Despite
the frequency and visibility of the crimes, very few
individuals have been apprehended, let alone prosecuted.
The police and local authorities often fail to act swiftly, and
in many cases, there is little to no investigation into these
incidents. Human rights organisations and independent
media have documented hundreds of attacks over the
past two decades, yet convictions remain rare. This lack of
accountability creates a culture in which such attacks are
not only tolerated but, in many instances, tacitly supported
by extremist groups and some elements within the political
establishment.

For the Hindu community, this systemic failure to deliver
justice is not just a failure of law and order but an assault
on their very existence. The message is clear: the state is
either unwilling or unable to protect their rights. This has
significant psychological and social consequences, as
many Hindus now live in fear during the Puja season,
unsure whether their temples and pandals will survive

unscathed or whether their religious rights will be violated

JHAA UK
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once again.

The socio-psychological impact: Living in fear

The steady rise in violence, particularly during Durga Puja,
is having a profound impact on the Hindu population. The
festival, once a joyous expression of cultural and religious
identity, is now often marred by anxiety and fear. Many
Hindus have chosen to downscale their celebrations,
keeping them quieter and more private, out of fear of
drawing attention from radical elements.

This fear extends beyond the Puja season. The Hindu
population in Bangladesh now feels increasingly
marginalised, with many reluctant to participate openly in
public or political life. The violence and lack of protection
from the state have pushed many to consider migration,
further contributing to the steady decline in the Hindu
population in Bangladesh. This sense of insecurity has also
created a sense of national trauma within the community,
as they witness the slow erosion of their cultural and

religious space.

Towards change: Breaking the cycle of violence
To address the growing violence against religious
minorities, Bangladesh must undertake both immediate
and long-term reforms. Strengthening legal protections
and ensuring swift action against perpetrators of religious
violence is critical. Local authorities must work closely with
minority communities to ensure that their religious
festivals, such as Durga Puja, are safeguarded from
attacks.

Education also plays a pivotal role in changing societal
attitudes. By fostering a culture of mutual respect and
understanding, particularly through schools and public
awareness campaigns, the nation can challenge the
narratives of exclusion and marginalisation that have taken
root. Political leaders must take a firm stance against
radicalisation and intolerance, refusing to use religion as a
tool for political manipulation.

Lastly, the media and civil society must continue to shine a
light on these injustices, holding both the state and the
perpetrators accountable. Independent documentation of
these incidents, alongside international pressure, may
push the government to take a more active role in

Durga Puja Magazine 2024

addressing the violence and ensuring justice.

Bangladesh’s rich cultural heritage has long been a
symbol of harmony across faiths. To preserve this, the
nation must rise above the politics of division and violence,
and instead, embrace the values of tolerance, justice, and

respect for all its citizens—regardless of their faith.
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Durga Puja: A Celebration
of Art, Culture, and the
Triumph of Good Over Evil

By Kriste Modak

Durga Puja is the biggest festival of the year for Bengali
Hindus. It is more than just a religious celebration; it unites
people across all walks of life for 10 days. Its roots heavily
in mythology, art and tradition; Durga Puja symbolizes the
victory of good over evil, as the goddess Durga triumphs
over the demon Mahishasura after fighting for 9 days.

The festival, observed with grandeur in Bangladesh and
mainly Kolkata, extends far beyond religious rituals. Months
before the Puja, artisans in Kumortuli -also referred to as
Kolkata's iconic sculptor district- year round meticulously
sculpt idols of Ma Durga from scratch; transforming clay
into divine statues of Ma Durga. But alongside the idol,
there’s an even bigger form of creativity spun- the
construction of pandals (temporary pavilions) that are
often architectural masterpieces, depicting famous
landmarks or portraying social themes. Pandals become
spaces for artistic expression, combining traditional motifs
with modern innovations.

Durga Puja also holds deep social and cultural
significance. During these ten (mainly five celebrated)
days of celebration, many places transform into a vibrant
carnival. Streets and venues are illuminated with colourful
lights, people adorn themselves in new clothes, and
people come alive with drumbeats, chanting and
enjoyable music. Those who live far from home make it a
point to return during Durga Puja or even celebrate it
where they live, making it a time for family reunions or a

warm reminder of home.

Durga Puja Magazine 2024

Food
Special bhog made for the goddess is later shared as

is another key event of Durga Puja celebrations.

prasad among the devotees. From the main dish of
khichuri to dessert like rosogolla and sandesh, the festival
offers a feast for the taste buds.

Yet, amidst all the joy and festivities, Durga Puja also leaves
behind a powerful message. The goddess, often depicted
riding a lion and wielding weapons in her ten hands,
embodies Shakti and the triumph of righteousness. Ma
with

contemporary issues, inspiring millions to champion justice

Durga’s strength and resilience resonate

and equality to this day.

The festival concludes with the immersion of the
goddess’s idol into rivers or lakes - a bittersweet sense of
departure. But with the sadness comes the happy promise
that Ma Durga will return next year just as she has for

centuries.

Durga Puja is not just a religious event, it's a major
annualfestival that’s true essence is about being part of an
inclusive celebration of life and the iconic, timeless victory
of good over evil.

JHAA UK
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Love for Durga Puja

By Aaron Saha

Durga Puja is an event which brings warmth to
hearts of families. For me, it is joyful experience
which brings people together and today | will
tell you about my experience.

Ever since | was young, being in environment of
this Puja brought happiness to everyone that
was there. The atmosphere is exhilarating and is
something no Hindu should miss. As | have
grown older, Durga Maa has brought more
gleefulness to me. Participating in events for
Durga Puja has never been something to turn

down. It's is a special opportunity which

everyone should embrace.

Throughout the year, I'm always waiting for Durga Puja to start. For me, it is what brings the year together and is my
favourite event. Durga is like magic. She brings families together and creates a thrill during the week. This is the one event |
wouldn’t miss for the world. Even at the toughest of times this Puja has never let me down. It has only got better and better
since | was little. | think everybody who has experienced this Puja can agree that they have grew up loving it and regret if
they had even missed a day. A good excuse to skip school as well. It is a social event where you can talk and meet your
friends. Durga Puja brings out people’s real feelings.

Durga Puja has never failed to bring peace to my mind. I've always got that feeling of excitement when | know Durga Puja is
near and I'm getting it now. The puja itself is a blessing to me. My brother and sister hate missing Durga Puja. I'm going to
miss them this year. They've never liked missing Durga Puja. Because it gave them the same enjoyment it gave me. They
grew up with it and so did many kids. It's a hard event to forget. | don’t think my life would be the same without it.

Story of Durga Puja also inspired me to be a different person. It shows power and surreal strength that God can possess. To
see everyone so happy brings me happiness and others too. There is a different vibe during Durga Puja which nobody can
refuse. Helping the parents out in Durga Puja is something which me and my friends always do. It is for the community and
God is always watching. The more you do for others, more the God will give you.

The message to I'm trying to spread is that Puja Mandap is a place for worship and Durga Puja is an event which spreads
fun, love and most importantly the presence of God.

Durga Puja Magazine 2024 JHAA UK
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Maa Durga: The Divine
Mother and Warrior of
Righteousness

By Aditi Sikder

e

O

Maa Durga is celebrated as a divine mother and a
formidable warrior in Hinduism, symbolizing righteousness
and invincibility. She eclipses all other goddesses,
embodying strength and compassion. Revered by millions,
she inspires devotion and reverence, particularly during
the vibrant festival of Durga Puja, which honours her

legendary significance and the values she represents.

The story of Maa Durga’s creation is steeped in ancient
Puranic tradition. Faced with terror from the demon
Mahishasura, the collective energy of the deities
manifested her. They bestowed their weapons upon her,
hopeful for victory. Through her fierce battle against the
demon, she emerged as Mahishasura Mardini, symbolizing
the triumph of good over evil and the protective power of

the divine.
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Durga Puja is a vibrant festival celebrated by communities

coming together to honor Maa Durga. Elaborate
decorations, traditional music, and dance performances
create an immersive atmosphere, while rituals and
communal meals foster unity. These activities not only
celebrate the goddess’s power but also reinforce social
bonds, connecting participants to their cultural heritage

and spirituality.

In conclusion, Maa Durga embodies supreme power,
beauty, and rebirth, inspiring countless devotees. Her nine
forms are honoured over nine days, highlighting different
aspects of her divinity. Riding a lion, she symbolizes both
ferocity and protection, serving as a guardian for her
followers and instilling hope and strength in their hearts
throughout the festival.
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Childrn’s Artwork

A delicate sketch of young
Gopal Krishna cradling a pot of
butter, capturing his playful

An enchanting innocence, signed by Shayna
portrayal of Goddess Saha
Durga, filled with the
purity and bold
imagination of Kunal
Saha

A vibrant expression of
innocence and devotion,
where imagination brings
Ganesh Thakur to life by
our own Hrithika Modhak
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This artwork by Nikita Saha Sanga exudes a divine and serene
aesthetic, with vibrant colors, spiritual symbolism, and elegant
detailing.

A graceful sketch of

Gopal Krishna’s joyful

face, adorned with a

tilak and topknot,

radiating charm and

serenity, signed by
Stemo Sabe. Sienna Saha
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WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY A
VERY HAPPY AND BLESSED
PUJA THIS YEAR

FROM PALASH GHOSH, CHANDRANI
CHOWDHURY & FAMILY
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Photo Gallery
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ULTIMATE FINANGIAL HUB

wishes you a

HAPPY DURGA PUJA 2024

EVERYTHING ABOUT MORTGAGES

EVERYTHING ABOUT
MORTGAGES

Nandita Saha CeMap, BEA, IFA, AIPA
Mortgage & protection consultant

T T: 07872170 293

|H . Y E: officeaultimatefinancialhub.co.uk | nanditaamacnabfs.co.uk
T 11-13 Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E7 9PA

office@ultimatefinancialhub.co.uk Q 07872170293
& nandita@macnabfs.co.uk \')
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used to produce Wills are regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority.
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ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH
YOUR CURRENT TENANCY ?

NASHRAH
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Contact
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+44 7568 592272
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